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sonal supervision of all details in the 
publication, we have managed to meet 


all liabilities. ‘That we may continue 


in the same good way we appeal to our 
friends to forward their subscriptions 
for the without further 


( oming yeal 


solicitation. ‘here is an old Latin 
proverb which says, 
dat ”’—“ Who 
double.” As 


sent us a 


“Bis dat qut cito 


gives quickly gives 


the Rev. Dr. Fairall, 


who has long list of sub- 


scribers the past year, says in his ad- 


mirable monograph, elsewhere in this 


issue, the time to help is zozw, 
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WrE CAN SUPPLY BACK NUMBERS O! 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC from 


May of this year, when “ The Moral 


Theology of the Jesuits ” was com- 


menced, and continue to send it to 
the end of this year for fifty cents. 
all 


become 


Ministers of denominations who 


wish to familiar with the 
teachings of the Jesuits in their own 
words should not neglect this oppor- 
tunity. We have only a limited num- 
ber of copies, and early applic ation 1s 


necessary. 


WE HAVE SEVERAL HUNDRED NAMES 
the 


is continually increasing. <A 


on our “ Free List,”’ and number 
great 
many of these are liberal Roman Cath- 
olics and priests who are not yet fully 
enlightened, but who will surely come 
into the light if they continue to read 
‘THE CONVERTED CATtHoLic. Readers 


do 


will bear fruit in due season can 


who desire to a good work that 
for- 
ward a contribution for keeping up 
and enlarging this list when sending 
their own subscriptions. 


OUR FRIEND AND BROTHER, REV. 
Wituiam D.Fox,has settled in Creston, 
Iowa, “to grow up with the country,” 
and has been cordially received by the 
pastors of the churches in that flour- 
Brothe 


our co-worker in the 


ishing town. Fox has been 
Reformed Cath- 
olic services, preaching, singing and 
helping in every way he could for the 
We shall miss his val- 


uable assl tance, tl 


last two years 
ough we expect his 
brothers Thomas, Charles and John, 
all converts from 


Rome, will take an 


active part in our services this year. 
We commend our brother Fox to the 
consideration of the people of the vreat 
West with whom he will come in con- 


tact as a gentleman whose manly Chris- 
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tian character will win the confidence 
of all. 





IN CONNECTION WITH THIS MONTH'S 
“Letter to Cardinal McCloskey,” on 
page 312, the following dispatch from 
Malden, Mass., under date of July 6th, 
i885, will The 


spirit of revolt against priestly dicta- 


prove interesting. 
tion is manifesting itself in all parts of 
the country: 

“Rev. Father Holley, pastor of St. 
Joseph’s Church, at Wakefield, said at 
mass yesterday that he was determined 
to build a parochial school, as he had 
instructions from the bishop to do so, 
and that he would begin work on it 
just as soon as his new house was com- 
pleted. The cost of the school will 
be about $40,000, and it will be neces- 
sary to mortgage the church, which is 
now free of all encumbrances. A 
petition bearing the names of 125 
prominent gentlemen of the congre- 
gation has been circulated, and a 
largely attended meeting was held last 
evening, protesting against building 
the school at present. It was voted 
not to contribute anything towards the 
school, and that the erection of a pa- 
rochial school was inexpedient.” 


11 
know the percentage of Roman Cath- 


WOULD BE INTERESTING TO 
olics in the population of our large 
New York 


Philadelphia, 


cities. claims fifty per 


cent.; Brooklyn and 
Chicago nearly as much; but Boston, 


Edward Everett 
Hale, has a far larger percentage. He 


according to Rev. 


said in his address at the Chautauqua 
18th: *‘ Boston 1s 
an Irish city, sixty-five per cent. of its 


Assembly, August 
inhabitants being of that blood, who, 
with others of American birth, should 
be reached by an open, free Church.’ 

Recent statistics show that there are 
Roman Catholics 
148,000,000 Protestants in the world; 


184,000,000 and 
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ut the latter have increased at the 


rate of 250 per cent. during the past 
the 


century, while the followers of 


Pope show 50 per cent. only of an in- 
l ie 4 . : 

crease, and this has been chiefly in the 
, J 

United States. Effectual, fervent 


praver and hard work for the conver- 


ion of Roman Catholics will greatly 


reduce this percentage in the next 


—— 


quarter Ol a century. 





t 
t Our visit TO THE NORTHFIELD 
‘4 § Christian Convention in August was 
id amost helpful stimulus to greater work 
P the coming year. ‘The contact with 
se Christian workers from all parts of the 
ill country and from abroad—men and 
~ women whose sole purpose in life is to 
is make the way of salvation plain and 
- clear to all whom they can reach— 
25 a 
oa could not but have a most beneficial 
a ellect On every minister. Besides Mr. 
ast Moody and Mr. Sankey, who is as 
Ing weetly eloquent in speech as he is 
ted — ] = s- ; 
i charmingly sweet in song, and Messrs 
ons Pentecost, George C Needham and 
wife, Mr. and Mrs. McGranahan, and 
of Mr Moody’s band of noble 
ro workers, there were present as masters 
ath- in Israel and teachers of the Word 
urge Such godly men as Rey. Dr. Pierson of 
per I Philade Iphia, and Rev. Dr. Gordon of 
and Boston, It was our privilege to speak 
ton, f the necessity of evangelizing the 
erett Roman Catholics in the United States, 
He @ | especially in the chief cities and 
1qua New England, where they will soon 
yn is yutnumber the Protestants, if greater 
of its ; for their conversion be not put 
who torth, and we have reason to believe 
ould B that a deeper interest in this subject 
rch.’ ll be the result. We were fortunat 
e are neeting many converted Catholi 
and t the Convention, and we endeavored 
orld; §@ ‘© press them into service by boldly 
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pro laiming to their former co-religion- 
the truths that have made them 
Mr. Moody 
loves Catholics as dearly as any other 


ists 


free from superstition. 


body of Christians, but he wants them 
to come into the household of the faith 
of all the children of God. The many 
bade 


speed in our work will make that Con- 


Christian friends who us God- 


vention memorable to us 


fie Rev. Dr. DEEMS IN THE LAST 
issue Of Christian Thought says: “ Dr. 
Peter Berault, who published in Lon- 
book ‘The 
Church of Rome Evidently proved 


Heretick,’ has 


quotation: ‘They are Heretick who 


don, 1680, his entitled, 


on the title-page this 


know more than the Scripture teach- 
eth’ (Irenwus,’ Book V., 16, 17). But 
credit is not given to us for bringing 
this unique and rare publication be- 
fore the public, another copy of which, 
we feel confident, cannot be found in 
this city, and which we have faith- 
fully reproduced for the benefit of our 
readers. The motto quoted by Dr. 
Deems, we translated from the Latin 
of [renceus, which appears on the title- 
work as 


page of Dr. Berault’s little 


follows: “Heretici sunt, qui supra 
Scripturam sapiunt,” and which should 
be credited, “ Book V., Chapter yo 
We do not find fault with our con 
temporaries for not always giving us 
Catholic 


priests should be the last persons to 


credit. Indeed, converted 
complain of being disregarded, for they 
ilways have been slighted in their own 
day and generation. This seems tobe 
the lot of all of them when they take 
the first 


steps in renouncing Roman- 


ism. Poor Dr. Berault evidently ex- 
pected a like fate, and bravely strug- 


gled to meet it as best he could, for at 








Y8YQy 


the end of his book, which is concluded 


in this issue of THE CONVERTED 


CATHOLIC, we find the following: 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

Tf any Gentleman or Gentlewoman 
have a mind to learn French or Latin, 
the Author of this Treatise will wait 
upon them; he hath avery good Method. 
He liveth in Wood Street, at the White 
Horse. 


In DeECEMBER, 1883, WE RECEIVED 


Catholic 


congregation in Mount Pleasant,.lowa, 


an invitation from a Roman 
whose patience under the rule of the 
Roman priest of the place had given 


out. We published the correspondence 


in the issues of THE CONVERTED 
CArHoLic for January and Kebruary, 
1884. Notwithstanding the cordiality 


of the invitation, it was not deemed 
advisable by those whom we consulted 
that we should go West at that time, 
as we could do more good by attend- 
But 


looked torward to a visit to lowa 


ing to our work in New York. 
we 
at no distant day, and it now seems 
this direction 
While 
attending Mr. Moody’s Convention at 
Northfield, a letter came t¢ 
Rey, H.. #1. D.D., 


City, saying that he would endeavor to 


as if our hopes in 


+ 


were 10 be speedily realize lk 


us from 


Fairall, of lowa 


make arrangement for us to speak in 


various parts of Iowa during the 


month of September. ‘There are 


many difficulties in the way of our go- 
ing—the importance of the work in 
New York, the 


such a long journey, etc. 


expenses attending 
But if it be 
the Lord’s will that we should go, he 
will open the way for us and make the 
crooked paths straight. 
Roman ( 


rest assured that we shall not ridicule 


If we do go 


our ‘atholic brethren may 


their faith or disgust them and their 
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Christian neighbors by any wonderful 





‘‘ revelations.” We shall endeavor to 
tell them of Jesus and his love, and 


that they have a right tocome directly | 


to him for salvation, a right pur- 
chased for them by his blood. Any 


Christian friends or churches on our 
line of travel that would like to hear 
how the work of the Lord is progress- 
ing in the conversion of Roman Cath- 
the 


adopted in trying to reach them with 


olics, and best means to be 


the Gospel, will help us very much by 
addressing without delay either this 


kev. H. H. Fairall, D.D., 


lowa City, Lowa. 


olfice, or 


SHALL WE BEGIN OUR YEAR'S WORK 
with one week's revival services in 


Masonic Temple? A few days after 


our return from Northfield we received 





from the Rev. Geo. C. Needham, the 
and 
worker with Mr. Moody, the following 


eloquent Irish Evangelist co- 


letter. We hope to be able to make 
arrangements for a week’s meetings in 
Masonic Temple for the time indicated 
The 


chief difficulty we encounter at the 


in Brother Needham’s letter. 


outset is to obtain the funds necessary 
We 


heavenly 





to meet the expenses of the hall. 











most earnestly pray our 





Father to send through the hands otf 





His faithful children what is needed for § 






this purpose. Even if we should pay § 





a visit to Lowa in September, Brother 





Needham’s meetings would be a great 





success, for we would make alj 







arrangements before leaving the city, 





and the Rev. Stephen Dekins and the ; 





brothers Fox and our other workenf 
W hereve! 






here would co-operate. 





3rother Needham has held meetings 
in his native land, and in Englané 
and all parts of the United States, the 
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Roman Catholics have attended his 
preaching in large numbers, and many 
have been converted. We anticipate 
alike result from his labors with us 
this month. We ask the prayers of 
our readers for an outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit during these meetings. 

MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MAss., 

August 17th, 188s. 
My DEAR BROTHER: 

Since our conversation at Northfield 
I find myself pressed in spirit to write 
you a line and promise you assistance 
in your work, Iam with you in deep- 
est sympathy—in your efforts to give 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to our Ro- 
man Catholic brethren. Like yourself, 
my prayer to God for the Irish race 
is, that they might be saved. 

The uncontroversial character of 
your mission, your faithfulness to evan- 
gelical thought and teaching, and your 
ability, born of experience, to point 
out Rome’s fatal errors, must win in 
in the end. You are not seeking to 
increase the bulk of Protestantism, nor 
to form a new sect, but solely to win 
deluded souls to our only Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Oh! what an 
aim is this! In order to help you in 
it, I will come to New York (1.V.) 
from September 13th to 18th inclusive, 
and will be glad to preach nightly on 
the great Atonement forsin. Please do 
not carry any burden about my expen- 
ses and remuneration. ‘This work will 
be my donation to the mission, and he 
who fed Elijah will, as in the past, care 
for me. I hope some_ benevolent 
friends will secure Masonic Hall and 
carry every temporal care, so as to 
leave you free for the higher spiritual 
ministry, the preaching of the Word of 
God and prayer. I yearn in spirit for 
the salvation of the Roman Catholics 
and wish to come in the meekness and 
xentleness of Christ to plead with them 
to accept his salvation so free, so full, 
and so absolute. I will try and secure 
one of our leading gospel singers to 
join in this effort for souls. 

Ever in best bonds, 
Geo. C. NEEDHAM, 
Known as “The Irish Evangeli.t.” 
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P. S.—I have read the last number 
of THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC from 
cover to cover. Seldom can I do this 
with any periodical, in my busy life, 
but the contents enchained me. 


GC. N: 
SuNDAY, JuLy 26TH, FATHER 
O'Connor preached morning and 
evening in the First Presbyterian 


Church, Huntington, L. 1, of which 
Rev. S. T. Carter is pastor. There is 
a large Roman Catholic church in that 
town, and, as is the case everywhere, 
it oc uples the best position. Many 
Catholics attended the evening ser- 
vice, and the address of the speaker 
was specially directed towards dis- 
abusing them of all prejudice. He 
came there by invitation of the church 
to preach the Gospel of the Son of 
God; and as a converted Catholic 
priest, he took great pleasure in telling 
his Roman Catholic brethren the way 
of salvation—so different and contra- 
dictory to Rome's teachings. So much 
interest was manifested that it was 
hoped he would come again. In clos- 
ing his discourse Father O’Connor 
paid an elequent tribute of respect to 
the memory of the late Dr. S. Irenzeus 
Prime, the editor of the New York 
Observer, whose great-grandfather was 
pastor of that church one hundred and 
fifty years ago, and whose name and 
family are so honorably represented in 
that community to the present day. 
Here were five generations of minis- 
ters of the Word of God, whose hal- 
lowed memories clustered around that 
church. Dr. Irenzeus Prime was a 
vigorous writer against the Roman 
Church, and was always genial and 
kind to the speaker. The church 
gave Father O'Connor a contribution 
to the support of his work, and he 
feelingly thanked them, saying this was 
the only church collection or invita- 
tion to speak he had received this 


vear. His arduous and difficult labor 
would be made lighter if other 
churches and individual members 


would aid him in like manner.—WVew 
York Witness, July 30th. 
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CONVERTS FROM ROME, 


J ACKSONVILLE, ILL., 
February 25th, 1885. 
Rev. JAs. 


REVEREND AND DEAtI 


A. O'CONNOR: 

Sir:--I have 
been receiving THE CONVERTED CATH- 
I did not know 
by what means it came to me, but I 


OLic for some time. 
suppose you sent it. I infer this from 
the attention you call to the subject in 
the last number. 

I wish to say that I am very thank- 
ful for your kindness. I have read 
the different numbers of the pe riodical 
with great interest. Ih 


ve not seen 


any movement, in the direction in 
which you are working, that promises 
so well as long as the blessing of God 
follows it. My work is among a peo- 
the 
the 


We fully know what that 


ple that came out of Romish 


Church in Island of 
Madeira. 


Church is, and are prepared to sympa- 


1846, on 


The 
Portuguese exiles in the United States 


thize with you in your labors. 


suffered much persecution from the 
body, but God 


ness opened a way of deliverance, and 


Romish in his good- 
gave us more than a hundredfold for 
all our losses. Blessed be his name 
for ever. We regret the indiffcrence 
of the American public to this awful 
We 
not only lament the indifference, but 


subject—the Romish question. 
we mourn the favors and help be- 
stowed upon this terrible body of peo- 
ple. They cannot be true patriots and 
true friends of liberty and of the insti- 
tutions so 
fathers. 


wisely planted by the 
‘They are degenerate children 
who live simply for the present, re- 
gardless of the dreadful evil they are 
helping to bring upon the 


Poor creatures, who do not hesitate to 


‘ountry. 
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help bring their native land down to 
slavery, far worse than the slavery re- 
cently abolished at the cost of so much 


blood, losses and suffering. Go on 
and cry aloud. The work is much 
needed. May you and your brethren 


be the instruments in God's hands of 
bringing about a reformation so much 
needed, and that soon. 
Your friend, 
E. N. Pires. 


Pastor Portuguese Churches, 


MANHATTAN, KANSAS. 
DEAR BROTHER O'CONNOR: 

Your letter of the 13th inst. received, 
and the 
“The Portrait of Mary in Heaven.” | 
must confess that on 


also vour “ Letters’ tract, 


its first appear- 
ance, judging from the title, I had 
little inclination to read it; but since 
| have 


hardly see how the subject could have 


read it I must say that I can 
been treated better; for, judging from 
my own feelings and experiences, to 
change one’s preconceived notions in 
regard to “ Mary,” the honored mother 
of Jesus, is the hardest of all the trans- 
formations a converted Catholic has to 
go through. ‘To a woman especially 
longing for sympathy, it is hard to break 
away from worshiping our “ Lady of 
The little story of the Ab- 
bess and the Painter is a very pleasant 


. ” 
Sorrows. 


device to open up the Scriptures on 
the subject, whether the story be a 
fact or a little parable. I wish every 
Roman Catholic could be, induced to 
read the Tract and follow in the path 
of truth into which it would lead 
them. 

How well I remember when a child 
twelve years of age, the agonies I en- 
dured thinking of the souls in Purga- 


tory, of whom perchance my mother 








— 


































might be one, and the long, severe task 
of performing the Lent after she died; 
how I was at St. Mary’s Church, Brad- 
ford, England, by six o'clock on those 
cold mornings, without breakfast, to 
earnestly pray to the tyrant God, who 
for even a sinful thought would put 
and keep a soul in Purgatory till re- 
leased by the “holy mother Church ”! 
Oh! ‘tis horrible to think of, burdening 
even a child with the care of lost souls. 
Dear brother, I cannot praise our 
Heavenly Father enough for the glori- 
ous light he has given ine, which led 
me away from Romanism forever. 
How I wish I lived in New York and 
could unite with you in encouraging 
those in error and superstition to come 
out and be free men and free women 
in Christ Jesus. 
Yours truly, 
Mrs. D. STONE. 


TOLEDO, Onto. 

Dear Sir:—A priest here has told 
me that he is sick and tired of his 
position. There is a young lady in his 
congregation that he wants to marry. 
She said she would live with him, any- 
how, even as a priest, but he would 
not have that. He is a fine, hand- 
some man, a thorough gentleman, and 
an advocate and practiser of tem- 
perance. I told him about you and 
your work forthe conversion of Catho- 
lics, and he said he would rather teach 
or write for the papers than preach. 
I said to him that if he had any faith 
in God he ought to tell the Catholics 
how much they were deceived by their 
“Well,” said he, “that 


would cause me alot of trouble. I 


Church. 


would have to join some Protestant 
Church, and my family wouid all turn 
against me, and I don’t know what I 
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could preach to the people, even then. 
No Protestant minister ever told me 
what his religion was, though I used to 
All I 


want to dois to get away trom my 


meet some of them every day. 


present position and be a free and 
honest man.’ I told him to go ahead 
and quit that Roman Church anyhow, 
and if he would call on you I knew 
that vou would give him a good wel- 
come. He has left here, and I learn 
that he has married the girl in Cincin- 
nati. If he calls on you, try to make 
him a Christian. 
Mrs. O. H.N. 


WasuinctTon, D. C., 
May 6th, 1885. 
Rev. Jas. A. O'Connor: 

DEAR Str:—Herewith I hand you 
the name and address of a young lady 
who is a convert from the Roman 
Catholic Church and who is doing 
what she can to convince her family of 
the truth. She is a member of our 
church (Presbyterian). She would be 
pleased to receive any of your publi- 
cations which you are kindly disposed 
to send, having been always much in- 
terested in reading such as I have 
loaned her. She is in the midst of 
her Roman Catholic family, and they 
are not friendly to her. She is an in- 
teresting member of my Sabbath- 
school class. 


Mrs. L. W. K. 


DEAR SIR: 

Seeing in your “ Monthly ” a request 
for all 
from Rome, to send in their names, I 
B——, Mill- 


He has confessed Christ, 


those knowing any converts 


send you one, Mr. F- 
ville, Mass. 
but wants more light. Pray for him. 


Yours truly, 
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Winning Souls from Error, 


Work among Roman Catholics has 
generally been considered 
aging labor with very small fruit. Is 
not this partly because we have felt it 
hopeless, and have made comparatively 
little effort in this direction ? 

Father O'Connor, the converted 
Catholic priest, has been holding ser- 
vices at Masonic Hall, New York, for 
several years past. In the August 
number of his monthly magazine, THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, he that 
at these services since the beginning 
ot this vear there 
five renunciations of 


discour- 


Savs 
have been twenty- 
This 
He continues: 


Popery 
surely is encouraging. 
“In every land Catholics are coming 
out of Rome. Since Canon Ffoulks 
returned from the Roman 
to the Anglican Church, 
ceived the recantations of fifty Roman- 
ists in England. Ona recent Sunday, 
Pastor Berthe, of Brest, France, re- 
celved thirty converted Roman Catho- 
lics at the Lord’s Supper. The Pres- 
byterian church at Valparaiso, during 
the present year has added to its num- 
ber 150 Roman Catholic converts.”’ 


priesthood 
he has re- 


The work in Mexico, too, and in 
Brazil is full of just such happy 
records. Let no one be discouraged.— 
Christian Observer, WLouisville, Ken- 
tucky, August r2th, 1885. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC is a 
monthly edited by Father O'Connor. 
It is doing a good work in waking up 
many Catholics in the city of New 
York and elsewhere to the fraudulent 
character of the papacy. The August 
number abounds with sharp and telling 
thrusts against the dogmas and _prac- 
tices of so-called Holy Mother. The 
article on “The Moral Theology of 
the Jesuits’’ is one that is especially 
edifying. The editor’s “Letters to 
Cardinal McCloskey” are 
This number contains Letter VIII. of 
the second series. The magazine is 
worthy of wide circulation. Price $1 
a year; to cents a single number. 
Address No. 60 Bible House, New 
VYork.—Herald and Presbyter. 


caustic, 


Converted Catholic. 


An Important Movement. 


H. H. Farra.t, D.D. 


It is a significant fact that not until 
a few years ago was there any distinct 
Reformed Catholic movement in this 
Converts Romanisin 


country. irom 


have been employed as missionaries, 
especially in our large cities, and thou- 
sands under their faithful labors were 
brought to a saving knowledge of the 
effort 


them into a nucleus so 


truth, but no systematic was 
made to form 
that their power might be utilized ina 
attack on 


writer of 


combined Romish 


The 


charge of such mission work in this 


error. 
this article has been in 


country for fifteen years and has seen 
much good accomplished, but the fruit 
of it was to a yreat extent lost for the 
want of mutual sympathy and co- 
operation among those who had re- 
nounced Romanism. 

The power of this mighty system of 
oppression cannot be weakened by a 
convert from it now and then who may 
Bible 
What is needed is an efficient organi- 


chance to read the or a tract. 
zation of these converts, having a bond 
of union and moved by a common im- 
This 


and lead to the best methods of work. 


pulse. will create enthusiasm 
Only those who have been saved from 
the spiritual despotism of Romanism 
can sympathize with their brethren in 
bondage and know how to rescue 
them. 

The 


under the leadership of such men as 


Retormed Catholic movement 


Father O'Connor, and others who 
have found “a more excellent way ” 
is opportune. It is something more 
than a mere protest against the doc- 
the 


work of Luther 


trinal errors of Papal Church. 


This was the and 
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But 
what the great body of the Roman 


clorious has been its results. 
Catholic people need is a spiritual 
reformation. It is proper to show that 
Romish forms and ceremonies are not 
authorized in the Bible; but if the de- 
votees of that system can be made to 
believe that the blood of Christ is able 
to cleanse them from allsin, then after 
they have been regenerated they will 
all that is 
O’Connor and his co-laborers in their 


renounce false. Father 








meetings preach the plain Gospel and 
irge their hearers to accept Christ as a 
present and perfect Saviour. These 
brethren relate their own experience 
nd thus aid others who desire to en- 
spiritual religion. It 
that 


long resisted the mighty revival in- 


seems 


OV a 
strange Romanism should have 
fluences that have shaken this country 


t different periods. The Moodys, 


Harrisons and other powerful evan- 
gelists have stirred the masses, but 
comparatively few Roman Catholics 

been reached. Hence we are 
ankful that this spiritual movement 
is Originated among those who have 
the 


od. The times are propitious. Even 


en in Roman Catholic priest- 
Irish race in America is beginning 


+ 


to question the right of tyrannical 
priests to oppress them, and trouble 
The at- 
titude of O’Connor is attracting their 


1s come to many parishes. 


ittention and they talk of independent 
ction. 
this 


Catholic movement will depend upon 


The success. of Reformed 





e co-operation of those who were once 


Roman Catholics and are now mem- 
bers of various Protestant Churches. 
It is their duty to aid and interest 
others in these ex-priests, and to en- 


courage them by letter if they cannot 
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attend their meetings. If they can in- 
spire them by their presence they 
should do so and help others who may 
be struggling out of Romish supersti- 
tion into the light. But a mighty im- 
petus would be given to this grand 
movement if the hundreds of Protes- 
tant ministers, who were once Roman 
Catholics, would devote themselves to 
this special work. They could open 


missions in our large cities, using 


the com- 
munities where the masses have few 


vacant churches or halls in 
Church privileges. Such is the work 
being done by O’Connor, in New York, 
Dekins in Newark, 


These Protestant min- 


Maloney in 
Chicago, etc. 
isters could do this without severing 
any denominational relation, though 
their success would be greater if they 
the 
The difficulty is to get the 


went forth simply in name of 
Christ. 
followers of Rome into our churches 
and under our influence. They are 
taught to hate what their priests call 
sects and are warned against being 
proselyted; but when they learn that 
former priests and laymen have united 
together under the name of Reformed 
Catholics, they feel more inclined to 
go and take part. ‘The wisdom of this 
movement is justified by the results. 
The letters in THE CONVERTED CATH- 
oLic from ministers and laymen for- 
merly Roman Catholics indicate a 
growing interest in the work. 

The writer of these lines, under con- 
victions of duty, gave up pleasant and 
remunerative positions in the pastorate 
fifteen years ago, to promote the Re- 
formed Catholic movement in Europe 
and America, and has rejoiced in its 
progress. He is now enlisted in be- 
half of this reformation and hopes by 
his pen and voice to arouse the Prot- 
estant Churches to a sense of their ob- 
ligation in sustaining Father O’Connor 
and his co-laborers who need not only 
sympathy but substantial aid now. 
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What Must | Do To Be Saved? 
BY 


Rev. J. H. Keevey, Pastor M. E. 
CuurCH, Knox, Pa. 


vation when, where, and to whom she 
may choose. 

This Church claims to be infallible 
—her teachings are right, whether 
founded on Scripture or directly op. 

Many members of the Roman posed to the divine revelation. In 
Catholic Church have asked me this the Roman Church there is very little 
question. These friends are aware of teaching, for that is what true preach. 
the great change which has taken ing really is—teaching the way of sal- 
place in my own views upon religious vation. What are you taught in your 
matters; they are not satisfied about Church services? You hear very little 
themselves, but are as yet not ready preaching, and what you do hear is 
to leave the Church inwhosefold they not of the Bible. The priests urge 
have been reared. you to pray to the Virgin and saints, 

This state of mind, I am convinced, But salvationisa question between your 
exists to a great extent among Roman- Saviour and you. The priest has no 
ists. ‘They are unwilling to renounce power to save you; he can advise 
the idea that salvation cannot be ob- you, and open your mind to the truths 
tained outside the pale of ¢Ae¢r Church, of the Gospel. Every priest, who is 
but they are not at rest. Now, in the not an entire dupe to the system that 
true sense, outside the Church there is makes a piece of ecclesiastical ma- 
no salvation. chinery out of him, knows he is delud- 

What then, is meant by the Church ing the people in many things. You 
in the Scripture sense, orin those texts are puzzled to know what ¢#e Church 
where it is called Christ’s body? It is, then, if the Roman Church be not 
means the saved in Christ—those who the¢rweone. I answer briefly, “ All the 
know him as a personal Saviour; those faithful followers of Christ who have 
who belong to Christ, who know him, found forgivenness in him, and who 
and whom he knows. Christ when on are seeking daily after godliness and 
earth founded no such hierarchical holiness of heart.’”” You say Protestants 
structure as the Romish Church has too? Yes. Protestants are not so bad 
been for ages and is at the present as youthinktheyare. I know you hate 
day. Hecame to this world to sub-_ them for “ the sake of the love of God,” 
due sin and give eternal life toall who but you can be at a more profitable 
would receive him. He sent forth labor of soul than hating Protestants 
his apostles to preach this Gospel, and You are taught to hate them, and I 
from that day Christ’s true followers do not wonder that you think they are 
have been used as instruments tocarry bad. But if you repent of your sins, 
these good tidings to the ends of the and God for Christ’s sake forgives 
earth. ‘“‘Let him that heareth say, you, when you get to heaven you will 
‘Come!’” is their commission. in all probability find many more 

It is ever but a step from truth to Protestants there than you in you 
error, and the Roman Church has present state of mind feel like admit- 
taken this step, by arrogating to her- ting. As we must learn to love one 


self the prerogative of dispensing sal- another here if we would be happy 
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there, I suggest that we seek to have 
our hearts made pure, and that we be 
filled with charity; and to further this 
let us read the first Epistle of the 
Apostle John. 

The outward names by which pro- 
fessing Christians are called have very 
little to do with their inward life. 
People call mea Methodist. This has 
never helped nor hindered my salva- 
tion. 
what I have said has 
been negative; there is also something 
positive about this answer. You must 
not only zof trust in the Church, the 


Thus far, 


Pope, bishops, priests, Virgin, saints, 
etc., for your salvation, but you must 
wholly and unconditionally trust in Jesus 
Ch 


and Tertullian and Iraneus and all the 


ca} 


ist. Justin Martyr and Polycarp 


Fathers had this trust and 
victoriously carried forward the king- 


apostolic 


dom of Christ against the hosts of Pa- 
ganism. This is how Athanasius and 
Augustine and Chrysostom and others 
laid the foundations of those scriptural 
doctrines which throb 


with power 


and life. This is how the living lights 
of Christianity have shone in every 
ige of its history; not because they 
belonged to the Church but because 
personal fellowship and 


piritual communion with the Saviour 


hey had 


of men, the great Head of the Church. 
What is true of the emperor is true 

» of the plebeian slave; both find 
iccess to the Saviour in the same way. 
What is true of the highest ecclesias- 
tical dignitary is true of the 
carrier 


hod- 
All must come to the Saviour 
th repentant hearts. Jesus did not 
end Mary Magdalene to Peter, or 
John, or James, to have her sins for- 
So he will 
»w, and woe be to him who puts a 


given. He forgave them. 
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barrier between the repentant heart 
and the Saviour. All who have been 
any positive blessing to Christianity 
have been those who worshipped Jesus 
only. They prayedtohimalone. He 
was their God, their salvation, all they 
needed. This the Roman Catholic 
not teach. She says 
Christ founded a Church; she falsely 
says she is that Church. Were Christ 
to appear in the Vatican to-day he 
would drive out the Pope and his 
Cardinals more wrathfully than he 
did the money-changers the 
temple. They do not teach that Christ 
is the only life of his Church, who 


Church does 


from 


alone forgives sins; that to him alone 
are we to confess our sins; that by him 
alone we can have our sins forgiven. 
My friends, if you have gone to confes- 
sion to a priest every month since you 
were ten years old, and you are now 
thirty, forty, fifty or more, you are 
yet in your sins, and you will die in 
your sins, unless Christ forgives them. 
If the Pope should be at your bedside 
when you were dying, and you were to 
tell him all the sins of your life, and 
with all the 
ostentatious show of his Church by 


he were to absolve you 
absolution, you would, as far as these 
things are concerned, die unsaved; and 
if saved at all, it would be on account 
of your ignorance and honesty. 

I have no other answer to give to 
the question, “What must I do to be 
saved?” than the one Paul gave to the 


jailer, namely: “ Believe in the Lord 


Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”’ 


There is no other answer. God for- 
bid that there should be, since this is 
sufficient. You may say you do be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ. Ah! but you 
don’t. If you did, no priest would 


ever hear another confession from you. 





300 7 he 
You would know a better way, and 
would wonder how you were deluded 
so long, when the true way was so 
plain. You may remind me of saying 
the ¢rue Church does not go by any 
earthly name, but Christ’s followers 
are in every organization, and then 
you ask me can we not live as Chris- 
tians in our own Church? Let me tell 
you plainly, youcan’t. If yoursins are 
once forgiven by Jesus Christ, you will 
never pray to the Virgin Mary again, 
or to the angels, or saints; you will 
know better, for then you will see, 

bl that 


what you are unable 
these things are mockeries and idol- 


to see now, 


atries, that it is worshipping the 
creature rather than the Creator. 
Christians pray to God alone. The 


Roman Catholic Church is wrong, not 
because it has no truth, but because it 
hides so much 

Let us 


truth from the people. 


for a moment contrast the 
method of the Gospel, as represented 
the 
We 


Gentiles saying to the 


in our text, with method of the 


Roman 


apostle to the 


Church. find the great 


jailer, ‘‘ Believe in he Lord Jesus 


Christ and thou shalt be saved.” 
That is No 
saved until he comes to that simple 
truth. Of 
Gospel works must follow such a be- 
lief. Now, let us see what Cardinal 
McCloskey, of New York, or Cardi- 
nal Manning, of England, or any of 
this 


Here is a sinner who turns 


enough. man will be 


course Christian labor and 


the lesser lights would say to 
question. 
for salvation. 


to them They must 


instruct him. They must be true to 
the Pope's Church; so they tell him, 
“ Believe in the only true Church—the 
Roman Catholic; go to a priest and 
tell your sins, and be you sorry. To 
make your soul pure, you must say 
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litanies to the Blessed Virgin, and to 


the saints and angels—you will find 
long catalogues of their names in the 
prayer books. You must go to mass, 
where we, by the words of the priest, 
create God every day and several times 
on Sunday. You must sprinkle holy 
water on yourself as you enter and 
leave the church, and you must get 
down on your knees before the cruci- 
and take 


a bottle of holy water home with you 


fixes and images. Be sure 
and have a sacred reverence for 
it. It is as great asin to stay away 
from mass as to get drunk, or swear, 
Christ 


a Church and 


left it in charge of the Pope, who is 


etc, founded 
now in the Vatican palace in Rome. 
Get your beads and say a rosary for 
All 
deserving only the hate and anathema 
of the 


despicable; their Bible gives a great 


him. heretics are abominable, 


Church; the Protestants are 


deal of annoyance to the true Church! 
It is 


a mortal sin to go to their meetings 


You must never listen to them. 
All these things faithfully believe, and 
practice also everything else the Church 
teaches, and rest easy, for the Church 
will save you.” 

These are the instructions the Pope's 
Church would necessarily give, and 
then, my friend, you would not be 
saved, for salvation does not come by 
Let 
to God at once, 


doing these things. me say to 


you: Turn pray to 
him alone who, for Jesus’ sake, will 
hear you; ask God for what you feel 
you want; get a Bible and read it, and 
you will soon see that the Pope and 
the priests are not your true friends. 
They are weak, deluded men, and you 
cannot afford to be led by them. 
May God bless this discourse to your 
good. Amen. 
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The Roman Church doth not only 


hove that which ts written, and 
God: but also 


diminisheth from it, as I will shew you 


* RA Sa rts: 


ld to the word of 


iu 


First, The Apostle of the Gentiles 


: W only have us to speak in 


the Church with a known tongue; but 


} 


sheweth the confusion of them 


ahha 
uso he 
i which speak in an unknown. Except 


Pipe or Harp, saith he, give distinction 
the sound, how shall it be known 


what is Piped or Harped; ifthe Trum- 


; pet giveth an uncertain sound, who 
a = ; ; 
3 \all prepare himself to the Battle? So 

kewise you, except ye utter by the 





tongue words easie to be understood, 
yw shall it be known what is spo- 


ye shall speak intothe air. I 





thank my God, saith he, I speak with 
tongues more than you all, yet in the 
Church I had rather speak five words 
with my understanding, that by my 
% voice | might teach others also, than 


t isand words in unknown 
tongue And 


it say St. Paul thereby speaketh 


an 


TM 


the Roman Church 


os hat gp 
J 






concerning Sermons, and consequent- 
y doth not speak against her, because 
she preacheth in a known tongue, for 
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*.+ Dp oo _ : ) —_ 
St. Paul speaketh concerning Prayers, 


Psalms and Thanksgivings. If I pray, 


saith he, in an unknown tongue, my 
spirit prayeth, but my understanding 
What is it then? I will 
prav it} » irit 11. will , 
pray with the spirit, anc will pray 

| will 


with the 
sing with the Spirit, and I will sing 


} 
i 


is unfruitful 


understanding also, I 


with the understanding also; else when 


thou shalt bless with the Spirit, how 


shall he that occupieth the room of 


the unlearned say amen at thy giving 


of thanks, seeing he understandeth 
not what thou sayest. And notwith- 
standing this ordinance of Paul and 


the confusion of them which go against 


is declared by the comparisons 


+, Harp and 


Roman Church prayeth, singeth, and 


It, as it 
of the Pipe ‘Trumpet, the 
giveth thanks in an unknown tongue; 
it is then manifest she diminisheth and 
thinketh above that which ts written 

Paul 


t no man judge you in 


writes to the 


Sec ondly St 


Colossians, le 


meat or drink; and to the Corinthians, 


whatsoever is sold in the Shambles, 


asking no question for con- 





eat, 


if 


science sake, if 


iny of them that be- 


lieve not, bid you to a feast,and ye be 


disposed to go, whatsoever is set before 
you, eat, asking no question for con- 
science sake; and writing to Timothy, 
he saith, every creature of God is good, 

S: ae } 


and nothing to be refused, if it be re- 


ceived with thanksgivin And con- 


cerning Marriage, he saith, have we not 


power to lead about a Sister, a Wife, 


as well as other Apostles, and as 


the Brethren of the Lord and Cephas? 


And a Bishop can be the husband of 


one wife, and in the thirteenth to the 
Marri 
Marriag 


all, and the bed undefiled; but Whore- 


Hebrews, is honourable in 


mongers, and Adulterers God will 


judge; and writing to Timothy, he 


ao 
t=) 
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saith, forbidding to marry, and com- 
manding to abstain from meats, is a 
Doctrine of Devils; if thou puttest 
brethren in remembrance of those 
things, thou shalt bea good Minister 
of Jesus Christ nourished up in the 
words of faith, and of good Doctrine, 
whereunto thou hast attained. And 
Christ himself honoureth so 
much the marriage of the Priests, that 
he chooses the Son of the high Priest, 
And 
concerning the dayes wherein it is 
lawful to work, God himself speaketh 
thus: Six dayes shalt thou labour, 
and do all thy work; and the Roman 
Church commandeth to abstain from 


Jesus 


Zacharias, to be his forrunner. 


meats in certain time and days; and 
forbiddeth to labour six days, and all 
Priests to marry, it is then manifest 
she diminisheth from the word of God, 
and thinketh above that which is writ- 
ten. 

She forbiddeth also the reading of 
holy Scriptures to the common people, 
and in the Council of Trent, it is writ- 
ten, if the reading of the holy Scrip- 
ture, is permitted indifferently in a 
known tongue amongst all people, it 
will be more hurtful than profitable. 
And so the Roman Church is wiser 
than St. John, which saith, search the 
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life; and wiser than St. 
Paul who, writing both to the Bishops, 
and all his brethren, either men or 
women, either young or old, speaketh 
thus: I charge you by the Lord,that this 
Epistle be read unto all holy Brethren; 
and writing to the Colossians, he saith, 
when this Epistle is read amongst you, 
Cause that it be read also in the Church 
of the Laodiceans, and that ye like- 
wise read the Epistle from Laodicea. 
The people of Bera were highly 
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commended that they searched the 
Scriptures, to see whether those things 
were true or no, which Paul himself 
teacheth. For whosoever he be, 
though he were an Angel from Heaven, 
if he teach matters contrary to the 
Doctrine of the holy and Canonical 
Scriptures, we are to hold him accur- 
sed,as the Apostle of Jesus Christ com- 
mandeth; and the Church of Rome for- 
biddeth them to the common people, 
saying, it is perilous, it causeth 
Schisms, Sects, and Heresies, as if she 
were wiser than Christ, St. John and 
St. Paul. 

Thirdly, we read in St. Matthew, 
Christ took the Cup and gave it to them, 
saying drink ye all of it; and the Roman 
Church will have no body to drink of 
the Cup, but the Priests; thinking 
Jesus Christ spake to the Priests only, 
when they said, drink ye all of it. 
But St. Paul writing to the Corinthians, 
amongst whom were more Laicks than 
Priests, sheweth the contrary, saying, 
let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of that Bread, and drink of 
that Cup. And though in the general 
Council of Constance the Roman 
Church doth confess this holy Sacra- 
ment was received in the primitive 
Church with the Bread and the Cup; 
yet in the General Council of ‘l'rent 
she speaketh thus. If any man saith, 
that the Catholick Church had no Just 
reasons to give the Communion to the 
Laicks,and Clerks who do not say Mass, 
under the Accidents of Bread only, 
and that she erred in that, let him be 
Anathema. 

Their reasons why they took the 
Cup from them, are (say they) many 
Inconveniencies and several Absurdi- 
ties. But besides there is no Incon- 
veniency, though there should be any, 
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it ought not to be above the command- 
ment of Christ and Paul. Christ, the 
primitive Church, and the Apostles 
were very wise and prudent, and seeing 
they have Commanded and given the 
Sacrament with the Cup, the Roman 
Church ought to follow their example, 
and obey them. 
inconvemiency, Jesus Christ who is 


If there were any 


very wise, and the Apostles should 
have remedyed it, therefore since they 
have not forbidden Cup, the 
Roman Church must not forbid it. 
And as well and by as good authority 


the 


may they take the Bread from the 
People likewise; and Pope Gelasius did 
decree that all they should be Excom- 
municated, which would receive but 
in one kind; therefore, as you may 
read in the beginning of this Treatise, 
since that Church is Heretick, which 
addeth to the word of God, or dimin- 
isheth from it, or thinketh above that 
which is written; the Church of Rome 
taking away the Cup from the common 
People, and from the Clerks which are 
not Priests, it is clear that she dimin- 
isheth from the holy Scripture, since 
we are commanded to drink of the 
Cup; for, as it is said here above, 
Christ saith, Drink ye all it, and St. 
Paul speaking indifferently unto all, 
says thus; let a man examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that Bread, and 
drink of that Cup; and consequently 
it is manifest, that she is Heretick. 

They say the true Church of God 
here upon earth is visible to the out- 
ward eye, and was so always; and so 
they tell us, that our Church is not the 
true Church of God, because it was 
not always visible to the outward eye; 
for where was your Church (say they) 
before Calvin, Luther and those that 
you call Reformators? , 
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To which I answer, That though the 
true Church of God here Militant upon 
earth were always, yet she was not 
always visible to the outward eye; pray 
let them tell me where the Church was 
visible, when being gathered at Jeru- 


salem, there arose a great Persecution 
against her, in so much as they were 
all scattered: for as it is said in the 
Acts, At that time there was persecu- 
tion against the Church that was at 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria. Where was the 
Church of God visible when Jesus 
Christ was smitten, and all the rest 
were scattered and hid, as it is written 
in Mark? Where was the Church visi- 
ble in the time of Elias the Prophet, 
when he complained that he was left 
O Lord, said he, they have 
forsaken thy Covenant, they have de- 
stroyed thine Altars, and slain thy 
Prophets, with the Sword, and I am left 
alone. By these words, I am left alone, 
every Body may see that Elias knew 
not where was the true Church of God; 
though as it is manifest by the answer 
which God gave him, there were, be- 


alone? 


sides him, seven thousand true wor- 
shippers of God yet remaining, which 
had not bowed their knee to Baal. 
The true Church of God then may be, 
though she is not visible to the out- 
ward eye. So the Primitive 
Church, in the time of the Heathen 
Emperors; so she was in the days of 
Queen Mary here in England, so she 


was 


was in the other times when she was 
Persecuted by the Romish Popes, and 
so she was before the days of Calvin, 
Luther, and all the other Reformators, 
she had her secret meetings and As- 
semblies though unknown to her Per- 
secutors; there were in those days 
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many true worshippers of God, which 
were not partakers of the errors and 
corruptions of the Church of Rome, 
and who had their secret meetings 
amongst themselves, though they were 
unknown, though they were not visible 
to the Papists. And therefore they do 
not conclude well, when they hold 
stiffly that the Church of England, is 
not the true Church of God, because 
before the days of Calvin, Luther, and 
other Reformators, she was not visible 


+ +h od ° 1 a 
to their eyes; seeing I have proved 


clearly that a Church may be a true 


Church of God, though not visible to 
the outward eye. 

They hold besides; their unwritten 
Traditions to be received with equal 
and like authority, as the holy Scrip- 
ture; and consequently, they hold the 
sacred Scripture to be imperfect, and 
not contain all 


things necessary to 


Salvation. ‘That this is their Doctrine, 


may be seen in the Council of Trent, 


by these following words. 


Nec 


jones ipsas, tum ad fidem tum 


non 
tradit 
ad mores pertinentes, tanquam vel ore 
tenus, 4 Christo, vel a Spiritu Sancto 
dictitas, & 


Ecclesia Catholica 


continua successione in 
Conservatas, pari 
pietatis affectu ac reverentia suscipit 
ac veneratur. That is, this general 
Councel receiveth and honoureth with 
an equal piety and reverence the Tra- 
ditions as well belonging to faith as 
manners, as they were dictated by the 
holy Ghost, or by the very mouth of 
Christ,and kept in the Catholick Church 
And 


tradi- 


continual Succession. 


by a 
again in this same Session, Qui 
tiones praedictas sciens & prudens con- 
tempserit, Anathema sit. Whosoever 
knowing the said Traditions and shall 


purposely contemn them, let him be 


Anathema. And Pope Leo the fourth, 


converted Catholic. 


saith thus, He that receiveth not with- 
out difference the Popish Canons, as 
well as the four Gospels, believing not 
holdeth the Catholick 
Church effectually; and so they do not 


aright, nor 


hold the holy Scriptures to be perfect, 
and to contain all things necessary to 
Salvation, which is 


against these 


John. 


words of These things 


written that ye may believe, and that 
in believing you may have life Eternal 
Contrary to St. Paul, who saith, thou 


hast known the holy Scriptures, whic! 
are able to make the wise unto Salva- 
tion through Faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. And contrary to Chrysostome, 
who saith, Whatsoever is requisite for 
our Salvation is contained inthe Scrip- 
tures: And in another place he speak- 
eth thus; all things are clear and man- 
ifest in the Scriptures; and whatsoever 
things are needful, are manifest there. 

Therefore I conclude thus, since, as 
saith Iraneus, 1. 5. c. 17. Heretic 
sunt quisupra scripturam sapiunt; and 
since that Church is Heretick whicl 
is obstinate in her errors; and since 
that Church is obstinate in her errors, 
which refuseth to obey the holy Scrip- 
ture in several points both of faith 
and practice, and since that Church 
refuseth to obey the holy Scripture 
addeth to word of God, 
and diminisheth from it, and thinketh 


above that which is written; for God 


which the 


saith, ye shall not add unto the word 


which I command you, neither shal! 


you diminish from it; The Roma 


Church adding to the word of God, 
and diminishing from it, and thinking 
above that which is written, (as I have 
prov'd clearly) it followeth that she 
refuseth to obey the divine and sacred 
Scriptures; and consequently, that she 
is obstinate in her errors; and therefore 
that she is Heretick. I could say 
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nore, but I sufficient to 
prove what I did undertake in this 
small Treatise. It is then with good 
am gone out of that Com- 
munion; when I[ was amongst them, I 
dare say, both my ignorance and zeal 
were such these last few years, that the 
special motives which induced me to 
enter into a Covent being about 17 
years old, was to Preach the Holy 
Gospel unto them that I did believe 
deceived, and to give the light of the 
truth to Protestants, which I 


reason I 


the 


ignorance. I continued in that reso- 
lution about eleven years, and being 
ready to perform it, that which hap- 
pened to St. Paul, almost happened 





into me: for as he went unto the High- 
Priest and desired Letters from him 


to Damascus to the Synagogues that if 
he found any of this way, whether they 
were men or women, he might bring 
them bound unto Jerusalem, and ashe 
cam ir Damascus, suddenly shined 
round about him a light from Heaven, 
» fell to the earth, and heard a voice 
saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why per- 
secutest thou me, it is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks, and he trem- 
bling said, what wilt thou have me to 
ord? the Lord said unto him, 
> and go into the City, and it shall 
»told thee what thou must do; the 
hich were in Journey with him, 
brought him into he there 
received his sight by Ananias, and was 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and having 
lived certain dayes with the Disciples 
were at Damascus, he Preached 
Christ, whom he did persecute, that 
Son of God And when I 
to ask and receive Letters 

to Turkie or England, that I might 
bring unto the Roman Church those 
that I could find separated from her, 
whether they were men or women, and 
being ready to perform my resolution, 
I heard an inward voice saying unto 
ne, Thy zeal is not those which 
1 wilt persecute, are the true Chil- 
n of God; astonished by that voice 





Damascus, 


* was the 


vas ready 


just, 





which spoke to my heart, I answered, 
e truth, and after 


T 
Lord let me know th 
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I had several times instantly begged 
that favour from the Lord, his Divine 
Providence presented me two Books, 
The Perpetuity of Faith, written by 
one Claude Minister living at Paris; 
and Calvins Institutions; and after I 
had examined, and compar’d these 
two Books with the Holy Scripture, 
and discours’'d some few days with 
the said Claude, Minister, I found that 
this inward voice which spoke to my 
Heart was true; therefore leaving my 
first resolution I came into England, 
not that I might bring unto the Roman 
those that I should find separated from 
her, but that I might separate them, 
that I should find of that Communion 
I thank God, because he made me 
know the truth, and I will give hin 
thanks as long as I live; itis certain lam 
out of my Country, and separated from 
my friends and kindred; it is, because 
they would not give me leave to serve 
God and worship Him according to his 
Will and Commandments. I know they 
Curse me, and call me Heretick and 
Excommunicated; but I had rather 
bear the Curse of men, than of God. 
Whosoever, saith Christ, loveth Father 
or Mother, or Brethren, or Sister more 
than me, he is not worthy of me; such 
love better their brethren than Christ, 
who, to please and humour them, keep 
not his Commandments. Christ 
taught me not to be ashamed, nor to 
blush for the Gospel, and whosoever 
shall deny him before men, he will 
deny him before his Father which is in 
Heaven: I will confess him before all 
men, and obey him, and suffer what 
he pleaseth for his sake; therefore I 
say, who shall separate me from the 
truth of the Holy Scriptures? shall trib- 
ulation, or distress, persecution or 
famine, or nakedness or peril, or sword? 
I hope that neither death nor life, nor 
Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, 
nor things present nor things to come, 
nor any other Creature shall be able 
me from the truth of the 
Holy Scriptures. I pray tomy God 
to keep me in that mind as long as 
I live, Amen. 


to separate 


FINIS. 
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THE MORAL THEOLOGY OF THE JESUITS. 


Translated for THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC from the Latin Text of Father 
J. P. Gury, of the Society of Jesus, Professor of Moral Theology 


in the Roman College. 


TREATISE ON LAWS. 
Law is the outer and remote rule of human acts, just as conscience is the 
inner and proximate one. 
FIRST PART. 


ON LAWS IN GENERAL, 


CHAPTER I. 
THE NATURE AND QUALITIES OF LAW. 

81. Definition.—Law is a rationa! ordinance for the public good, promul- 
gated by the head of the commonwealth. 

It is divided into divine or human; natural or positive; ecclesiastical or 
civil; moral, penal, or mixed; affirmative or negative; prohibitive, annulling, 
or tolerant; favorable or odious; written or traditional. 

82. What are the conditions of a human law ? 

It ought to be possible, upright, useful, just, abiding and promulgated. 


CHAPTER II. 
THE LEGISLATOR. 

By a legislator is meant one who has the supreme and independent or the 
subordinate power of making laws for the community he governs. 

God alone is the supreme legislator. 

The Church has the power of making law to attain any end she proposes. 

84. Princes can make laws with a view to the temporal happiness of their 
subjects; they receive their governing power from God. 

[But this is only on condition that they govern according to the divine 
law, that is to say, according to the wi!l of the Roman Church, 

“Every Christian prince,” says the Jesuit Philopater (p. 445), “who has 
evidently departed from the faith of Rome and wishes to make others follow 
his example, thereby loses all power and dignity by human and divine right. 
This is not alone certain, but a matter of faith.” 

Bellarmine (p. 447) clearly lays down this principle in those famous con- 
ferences which the modern Father Clair considers “immortal.” 

“The spiritual power,” he writes, “does not interfere with the temporal 
power, but allows it to be as it was when these powers were united, pro- 
vided the temporal is not an obstacle to spiritual ends, or be not necessary 
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to the attainment of these ends. For, if anything of this sort were to take 
place, the spiritual power can and ought to repress the temporal dy a// means 
and expedients that may be deemed necessary. It can change kingdoms, take 
them from some rulers and give them to others, as sovereign spiritual author- 
ity, if this course be deemed necessary for the salvation of souls. Christians 
are not allowed to tolerate an infidel or heretic ruler if he endeavor to lead 
his subjects into heresy or infidelity. The sovereign pontiff is charged with 
the care of religion and decides whether a king is leading his people into 
heresy.. Accordingly, the sovereign pontiff determines whether a king should 
be deposed or not. If the early Christians did not depose Nero, Diocletian, 
Julian the Apostate and others, it was only because they were not powerful 
enough.” 

John Ozorius says (p. 461): “‘ The power of ‘the Keys’ was given to Peter 
and his successors. ‘This power extends far and wide. It can create kings 
and take away their kingdoms whenever they set the faith aside, or oppose its 
preachers. . . . When the spiritual welfare of the people needs it, the pope 
can dethrone rulers, kings, emperors, and deprive the impious or disobedient 
ones of their kingdoms.’ 

We should always obey the just laws of our lawful superiors whether their 
authority comes directly from God, or indirectly through the people. A law 
is to be regarded as just about the injustice of which upright and learned men 
donot agree . . . 

[What should then be held about a law which imposes taxes ? 

Escobar (p. 35) answers this question in terms very convenient for the un- 
willing taxpayer. He says: “ Subjects are to be excused from paying the tax; 
just as the ruler is justified in imposing it according to the opinion which re- 
gards it as a probably just one, so the subject can justly refuse payment 
according to the opinion that regards the tax as probably unjust. This is the 
opinion of Sanchez, Lessius, Lopez, Molina, and Filliucius which I fully en- 


dorse.”] 


CHAPTER III. 
THE OBJECT AND THE SUBJECT OF THE LAW. 


Artic: £ I. Object of the law. 

88. The object of the law is everything that it can ordain or forbid. 

ARTICLE II. Subject of the law. 

91. Every man is born and always remains a subject of the natural law. 

Only those who enjoy the habitual use of reason are subject to human 
law. 

92. Neither infants nor lunatics are subjects of the law, so they may be 
given meat on forbidden days. Lunatics, however, who enjoy the use of 
reason at intervals, and intoxicated or sleeping persons are subjects of the law, 
because they habitually enjoy the use of reason. Accidentally, they may be 
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dispensed from it, through not having their reason; but meat is not allowed 
them on forbidden days. 

Heretics, schismatics, and others who were baptized, are subject to the 
laws of the Church, although they are not Catholics; the fact of their being 
rebels does not hinder this subjection. 

Q. Are ecclesiastics bound to obey the civil law ? 

A. No: not such laws as are contrary to ecclesiastical privileges, stil 
force; opposed to their condition, or against the sacred canons. 

|The rigor of the times has dictated such timid expressions. The whole 
truth—which is only taught orally to-day—is contained in the following asser- 


se 


tion of Emmanuel Sa: “ The revolt of any ecclesiastic against the king is not 

high treason, inasmuch as no ecclesiastic is subject to the king.” 

Ferdinand of Castro Palao says less distinctly: ‘‘ An ecclesiastic, as such, 
being exempt from lay jurisdiction cannot certainly be bound by the penal 
sentence of a lay judge.” 

James Gordon writes: “I lay it down as certain that ecclesiastics are 
from civillaw. . . . It would be highly unbecoming if they were 
to the penalties decreed by this law.” 

Iyicastille affirms: “ Ecclesiastics are exempt from lay authority, even in 
ral things: this is proved by the fact that no one is directly subject to 
- who has no jurisdiction over him; and no prince has any jurisdiction 

ecclesiastics, or clerics, who are exempt from lay power not alone by 


n, civil and canonical law, but also by right divine.” 


mes Platel lays down (p. 514): “ Ecclesiastics and religious are bound 


ndirectly by the civil law; because, not depending on secular government, 


J ; 5 
ire not bound directly and immediately to obey its laws. The natural 
nd the presumed consent of the pope oblige them to obedience, on account 
conformity of these laws with natural equity. Laws that directly or 
tly dispose of the goods or persons of clerics are contrary to their privi- 
Hence it follows that ecclesiastics are not bound to obey laws ordaining 
‘ment of taxes or tributes.” 
erna asks (p. 525): “Are clerics subject to civil laws?” He answers 
to the directive authority, they are bound—at least indirectly—to yield 
lience to the common laws of the countries in which they live, when the 
ts of these laws concern them without containing anything prejudicial to 
lesiastical condition, the holy canons, or the exemptions of the Churcl 
sed the words ‘ directive authority’ because, absolutely speaking, if the 
ge accorded to rulers and the consent of the pope were withdrawn, 
r princes have no compulsory power over clerics, who should be punished, 
when they deserve it, by their only lawful superiors.” 

Layman says: “ As to the directive authority, clerics are bound to obey 
ws of secular princes; but not through any compulsory authority, because 
ire not subject to any penalty which the civil laws inflict. . . . Con- 
iently, civil laws that break contracts or wills, or render certain persons 
pable of contracting or-making wills, do not affect clerics.” 
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Busembaum declares: “Clerics are exempt by the divine law fr 
civil power. Civil laws do not bind them directly nor by compulsion; nei 
can any secular prince punishthem. . . . ‘To strike a cleric, or 
him before a civil tribunal, is a personal sacrilege.” 

94. Q. Are strangers bound by the laws of a country in which they may 
happen to be? 

A. Yes, so far as contracts are concerned and laws necessary for the 
public good. 

As to other laws there are three probable opinions. (1) Scandal 
part, they are dispensed from obedience to them, because the laws of a 
country bind its own subjects only. (2) Strangers should obey all the laws. 
They enjoy the privileges and should meet equal responsibilities. (3) A dis- 
tinction is made: If the stranger has arrived at the end of his journey, he 
should observe all the laws; otherwise, only the negative ones. This is the 
opinion of Suarez (a very eminent Jesuit) who also regards the first opinion as 


ro} >] 
p! ybable. | 


CHAPTER IV. 
PROMULGATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF LAW, 


ARTICLE I. Promulgation. 

By promulgation is meant the publication of a law made by lawful aut! 
order to make it binding on those for whom it is intended. 

ARTICLE II. Acceptance. 

g8. By acceptance is meant the submission with which subjects 
st, the better and wiser portion of them) formally or virtually accept 


= 


The binding power of a law does not actually depend on its accep 
the people; their refusal to submit would subvert social order and 
tuted authority. 


It may sometimes happen, however, that a law rejected by the people is 


t binding on account of the expressed or tacit consent of a legislator, or 


wing to some privilege or existing custom. 
99. Q. Is a law binding when it has been rejected by the wiser and better 
rtion of the people ? 
A. Theologians differ; some maintain that it is not, if the legislator d 
t persist. ‘They say that although the first persons who refused to accept the 
w might have committed sin, the rest are free from blame on account of 
resumed consent of their ruler. 
Q. Should an ecclesiastical law be obeyed that has been condemned 
me civil government ? 

A. Yes: the Church received her authority from Christ—not from any civil 
government. She is perfectly independent since he said to her ‘‘ whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matt. xvi., 19.) 
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CHAPTER V. 


OBEDIENCE TO LAW. 


108. ARTICLE III. Nature of Causes Excusing from Obedience. 

‘These causes either exempt or prevent. The former remove from the scope 
of the law—as, for instance, when subjects depart to another country where 
the law does not exist; the latter hinder subjects who are within the scope of a 
law from compliance with it (or wholly excuse them from compliance), and 
may be reduced to ignorance of the understanding and impotence of the will. 

110, All such causes may be created directly or indirectly according to 
the agent’s wish to get out of reach of the law, or—having foreseen his obliga- 
tion—to act from a different motive. 

Moreover, these causes may be remote or proximate according to the im- 
mediate or future obligation of the law. 

According to the more probable opinion, an exempting cause may always 
be created directly and immediately. It is always permitted to get out of the 
reach of the law; a person may goto a country where it does not exist. (St. 
Ligouri, N. 156.) 

It is not allowable to create directly any preventive cause, even though it 
be remote. 

No subject of any law should even desire to infringe it. 

It is not permitted to create even indirectly a preventive cause without 
very good reason. 

According to the more probable opinion, remote and indirectly preventive 
causes may be created without any motive at all. 


CHAPTER VI. 


INTERPRETATION OF THE LAW. 

112. By interpretation is meant the natural explanation of the law in the 
spirit of the legislator. It is authentic, doctrinal, or ordinary. The first is 
given by the ruler himself; the second by men of recognized learning; the last 
(in the absence of these) is that which is usually followed. An interpretation 
may also be strict or lax; simple, comprehensive, or extensible, according to 
the sense which the terms of the law are taken to convey. 

113. Eptke1A or MODERATION means the mild and just interpretation of 
a law which is not supposed to apply to a certain case (notwithstanding the 
explicit terms of the law itself), owing to circumstances that had not been fore- 
seen, or were prudently overlooked by the law-maker. For example, the law 
may forbid me to carry a pistol; yet if I must go out of doors and run the risk 
of being killed, I may carry one. 

Epikeia may be turned to account whenever a law is unfavorable and a 
confessor beyond easy reach. 
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CuHapTeER VII. 


DISPENSATION FROM LAW. 


114. By dispensation is meant the relaxing of any law in a particular case. 
It is licit or illicit, according to the justness of the reason for which itis given; 
valid or invalid, according to its exempting or not from observance of a law; 
absolute or conditional, according to its being granted with or without any 
condition attached; surreptitious or obreptitious, according to the suppression 
of something in the request for a dispensation that should be plainly stated; 
or, the withholding of something true and the assertion of something false. 


CASES OF CONSCIENCE ON LAWS. 


Cask XII. False presumption. 

Tytirus usually tends his flock with care, but once fell asleep inadvertently, 
and the flock trespassed on adjoining land. He was cited before a magis- 
trate who condemned him to pay damages and inflicted a fine. ‘Tytirus, 
believing the sentence unjust, did not hesitate to recoup himself out of the 
public treasury and private property. 

One night his ass was stolen, but escaped from the robber and damaged 
the crop of a neighbor. ‘Tytirus is again fined, but recouped himself in the 
Same Way. 

On another occasion he was condemned to pay a debt which he had paid 
before, because he had no proot of this to offer, and once more secretly made 
good the loss. 

Q. 1. Should a law be obeyed, or the decision of a magistrate, when either 
is founded on a false presumption? 

Q. 2. Should Tytirus obey the court in these different cases, or might he 
recoup himself as he did? 

A. 1. No, if the decision—that is to say, the application of the law—is 
based on presumption only of a particular fact (fault, fraud, or injury 
because, if this fact does not really exist, the very principle of the obligation 
falls to the ground. 

Yes, if the decision is based on presumption of a general danger of fault. 
The common welfare requires that all be strictly subject to this obligation; a 
vague fear of being wrong must prevail in every instance, and, besides, a judge 
should confine himself to external facts. 

A, 2. In the first case Tytirus did wrong in seeking secret compensation, 
because he had been justly condemned. Damage was actually done, and the 
shepherd was guilty of an act that ought to be censured. As a matter of fact, 
the law aims at making men more prudent and watchful in order to hinder the 
infliction of loss; so Tytirus is bound to make restitution. 

In the case of the ass, the judge’s presumption is false inasmuch as the 
shepherd did no harm. A wrong should not be imputed to Tytirus which he 
could not prevent. He was not punished for neglect of duty, and, if con- 
demned through presumed negligence (which he neither was nor could be 
guilty of), the decision is false and unjust; consequently, he may indemnify 
himself. 

If Tytirus paid once, he should not be condemned to pay a second time, 
and cannot be guilty of sin in using the only means within his reach for the 
recovery of his property. 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL McCLOSKEY. 
Second Series, 


LETTER IX. 
New York, August 22d, 1885. 
SIR: 

The discontent of priests and people in your Church is manifesting itself 
more and more every day. They are weary of your rule, and patience has 
ceased to be a virtue with them. They must cry aloud against the injustice 
they see practised by the Roman hierarchy. The independence of the Roman 
Catholic people of Aurora, Ill., to which I referred in my July Letter, is 
paralleled by the action of the people of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, 
Hudson, N.Y. By the way, the church at Aurora is also named “ St. Mary’s.” 
This is another instance that the Virgin Mary has something else to do 
besides keeping Irish Catholics in bondage to the priests of Rome. The 
Hudson Republican says: 

“The congregation of St. Mary’s Catholic Church of this city and the Rev. 
Father O'Sullivan are at war. The cause of the trouble is a claim made by 
the bishop upon St. Mary's congregation for nearly $3.000, which he expended 
in behalf of the church without their sanction. The present state of affairs 
dates back to 1871, when the leading members broke out in open revolt against 
the Rev. Father James, who at that time was the priest in charge. The fight 
waxed so hot that the authorities deemed it advisable to assign Father James 
to another church. He was sent to Salem, Washington County, where he is 
still stationed. In addition to the claim of nearly $3,000 which Bishop 
McNeirney holds, Father James also asks for a sum of money, amounting to 
nearly $10,000, which he says is justly due him. The dissatisfied members otf 
St. Mary’s say they are not indebted to their late spiritual adviser, and that, 
as a matter of fact, he owes a balance tothem. ‘The congregation has recently 
been urged to liquidate the alleged debts, and the matter reached a crisis last 
week, when the church officers announced that St. Mary’s Church is willing 
and able to pay its honest obligations, but that it will never pay the claims of 
Bishop McNeirney or Father James. ‘This ultimatum has created a decided 
sensation in Catholic and Protestant circles in the vicinity, as the stand taken 
by the congregation is as unexpected as it is said to be rebellious. The revolt 
reached such a point that Bishop McNeirney deemed it advisable to send a 
commission of priests from Albany to endeavor to adjust the difficulties and to 
obtain the actual sentiment of the members in reference to the imbroglio. The 
members of the commission made diligent inquiries while in Hudson, and it is 
generally believed that they will report that the trouble is deep-rooted, and 
that the church is at the point of disruption. 

“The congregation has held business meetings in St. Mary’s parochial 
school building, and the speeches made in a number of instances have been 
defiant. A prominent member of the congregation says that if the Church 
authorities insist that the congregation should pay the ‘unjust claims,’ the 
members would leave in a body, and start a Reformed Catholic Church of their 
own, leaving the edifice now occupied to be sold for debt. The fight in 1871 
was a very bitter one, and was ultimately carried into the courts. The story 
of St. Mary’s parshioners is that when Father James had reason to believe that 
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his claims at that time would not result in his favor, he withdrew his suit in 
the Supreme Court and appealed to the Church authorities for redress. His 
case was presented to the bishop, and still later on to the cardinal, and finally to 
the Pope. The outcome of the bickerings, trials, and appeals was that the 
church was ordered to pay the O'Sullivan family about $3,000, it being decided 
that the debt was a just one. From that day to this the congregation has 
been almost unanimous in a refusal to pay a cent to the O’Sullivans. 
1, 


Bishop 
MeNeirney, it seems, became convinced that t 


e O'Sullivan award, as a matter 
of justice, should be paid, and accordingly he sent his personal check for the 
amount... From time to time the church has been asked to settle, and now, 
under threats of bringing a suit against the church, the congregation decides 
that it owes neither the bishop nor Father James, and if pushed to the wall 
they will bolt. One of two suits begun in 1871 still hangs fire. Ever since 
then the financial affairs of St. Mary’s have been in an unsatisfactory condition.” 


Light will assuredly come to many members of this congregation, and in 
the providence of God the whole church may be led to follow the teachings of 
the Bible rather than the dictation of Bishop McNeirney. I hope to be able 
to preach for a season the coming winter to those “rebellious’’ Catholics of 
Hudson. 


The esteemed friend who sent me Father Perrin’s protest against the 


injustice and tyranny of Bishop Wadhams, which appeared also in the July 


issue, has sent me another communication on the same subject. He writes as 
follows: 


“MALONE, N. Y., July 24th, 1885. 
“DEAR FATHER O'CONNOR: 

“Father Perrin continues on thus far in his p/ucky fight. You remember 
the open letter he had published in the M/a/one Farmer. Well, I understand 
the Farmer was threatened with excommunication if it issued any more of his 
letters, and there is now no newspaper in Malone that dares publish them. 
Failing to get them before the public through the newspapers, Father Perrin 
had his second letter printed in circular form; but those to whom he entrusted 
the work dare not even circulate the document. So it seems the bishop of 
Ogdensburg has pretty good control, not only over the farthfu/, but over almost 
every thing else in his diocese. I send you his letters to ask you if you cannot 
use them to some purpose. Can you not get all three published together in 
pamphlet form? Or, better still, cannot you give them room in your Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC ? ‘Then they would reach the people in spite of the bishop’s 
determination that they shall never see the light.” 

It gives me great pleasure to publish Father Perrin’s circular letter. In- 
deed, for that matter, THE CoNvERTED CATHOLIC is open to every priest in the 
world who protests against the despotism of your powerful Church, Father 
Perrin’s second letter is here given : 

“ To the Right Rev. Edgar P. Wadhams, Bishop of Ogdensburg, N. Y.: 

“Bisnoop:—The second cause of your hatred and unchristian behavior 
towards me is because I sued your priest, Legrand, in the Supreme Court o 
this State for the recovery of money loaned to him on a note. 


“Well, you can befriend this Legrand if you wish. He formerly received 
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you as a friend in his house. You spent nights with him when he was parish 
priest in Malone. You may have good cause to cherish him, but not to be 
unchristian towards me. 

‘True, the canon laws require that no priest shall sue another in our civil 
courts, but the same law also requires the bishop to prevent the priests under 
him from placing themselves in such a position that one-third of their congre- 
gation will bring them into court, as was the case with this man Legrand; that 
as a bishop you act as a father and friend, but not as a tyrant and a foe. The 
ecclesiastical law requires that the bishop show no partiality, no favoritism, no 
preferment of nationality whatever among his priests. ‘The same law and rule 
applies to all bishops, having only consideration for the holiness of priests in 
his behavior towards them. Is it the case with you, bishop ? 

“When you visited Titusville for confirmation, last year, I submitted my 
case plainly to you, and requested your influence to recover what this Legrand 


honestly owed me, and who was then and is now a priest in good standing in 


your diocese. Your answer was ‘Don’t bother me. It is your business, and 
not mine. If Legrand owes you anything, get it. I will not hear a word more 
about it.’ 

‘After such a reply, what could Ido? You have been unfriendly to me 
all the time and in every circumstance. You even refused to write to the Pope 
in order that a pension might be paid me, to which every priest who has 
served for a number of years of religious service in the Roman Catholic 
Church is entitled. You have refused to accept my admission fee of ten 
dollars, admitting me to the Aid Association for priests in your diocese. You 
suspended me because I dared to call for my hard earned money, which this 
man Legrand held, and would hold now, had I not been protected by our 
civil courts. 

“Alas! Bishop, I am ashamed of you. It was your duty as a Christian, 
it was your duty as a priest, it was your duty as a bishop to protect and care 
for me, being in this country a stranger, without protection, without family, and 
without friends. You even turned good priests against me. This priest 
Legrand had undoubtedly many things in view, and probably wanted to deal 
with me as he had done with other unfortunates many times before. ‘Titusville 
was the jumping-off place of all his victims. 

“Read the letters of St. Paul, and see what is required of a bishop accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, and guide yourself thereby. If I have failed as to the 
letter of the law, you, bishop, have failed as to the spirit of the same law. If 
you have good reason for favoring and protecting your priest Legrand, you 
could have shown your friendship and loyalty to him in no better way than to 
take the debt out of my hands by paying the same with interest, allowing the 
matter to end there. Yours in Christ, 

“ CLAUDE E. PERRIN, 
‘Parish Priest of Titusville, Franklin Co., N. Y.” 

Good by, Cardinal, till next month. 

Yours truly, James A, O’Connor. 
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ROME: PAGAN AND PAPAL. 


By Rev. Mourant Brock, M.A. 


(Continued from Page 288.) 


CHAPTER XV. 
THE IMAGES OF THE GODS. 


Many are the objects of worship to which the heart of man has turned 
aside from God. Among these are the heavenly bodies (Job xxxi., 26-28), the 
brute creation (Rom. i., 23), fire, the generative principle, the productive prin- 
ciple, the frame of nature, and fetish. But there is also another and very pre- 
valent kind of idolatry; that is, the worship of dead men—ancestors, heroes 
and heroines, gods and goddesses, and saints male and female. 

This is hero-worship; and is called Demonolatry, or the worship of the 
spirits of dead men who, by ecclesiastical authority, whether Christian or 
Heathen, have been canonized, and are thus supposed to have become qualified 
recipients of public worship. 

But of these—since they are invisible, and the nature of man desires some- 
thing which can be laid hold of by the senses—tangible representations have 
been made in the form of images and pictures. 

“Images,” says the Roman Catholic writer in cart, “are nearly as 
ancient as worship itself; and no wonder, since their origin is due to the weak- 


ness of humanity. Man could not long fix his attention on purely spiritual 


objects, and, therefore, insensibly turned to the material, and tried, so to speak, 
to render the object of worship palpable. , 


“Tt is true that the use of these signs becomes dangerous. Formerly God 
was obliged to forbid it to the Jews: the Christians, however’—mark the 
writer’s irony—* thought that they might without risk imitate their predeces- 
sors, the heathen. 

“Serenus, Bishop of Marseilles, in order to preserve the new converts 
from the guilt of idolatry, destroyed the images in his diocese. But St. Greg- 
ory, the Pope (d. 604), ordered them to be restored, considering that pastoral 
instruction would correct the grossest of popular errors.”—PYcart, vol. i., 
chap. 3. 

Fallacious and ruinous idea, too clearly manifested by the prevalence and 
endurance of idolatry in Christendom! I suppose Gregory thought, as did a 
traveller of the last century, who, after remarking upon the difficulty of teach- 
ing an illiterate peasant to comprehend an immaterial and invisible God, adds, 
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“But set up before him the figure of a fine woman, with a beautiful child in 
her arms—the most interesting object in nature—and tell him she can procure 
him everything he wants; he knows perfectly well what he is about, feels him- 
self animated by the object, and prays to her with all his might.”—Bridone’s 
Tour, vol. i., p. 163. 

“The ancient heathen also, long before the introduction of Christianity, 
attributed the power of working miracles to the images of their gods and heroes, 
Livy, that ingenious Pagan fabulist, adorned his pages with an infinity of mir. 
acles and prodigies, among which are several relating to images. And Cicero 
—not one of the credulous—often mentions religious marvels; as, for instance, 
the sweating of statues. He assures us that the statue of Apollo at Cumae 
perspired, as also that of Victory at Capua.”—Pcart. 

And such things are still believed, as we may easily discover from well- 
known instances of sweating saints and winking Virgins. Here is an example 
from the Report of the Syrian Schools at Beyrout, 1876. “ The priests publicly 
announced that, on a certain day, the image of the Virgin would perspire; and 
that all must come and dip their fingers in the perspiration, and make the sign 
of the cross.” 

In May, 1876, I was at Clermont Ferard, the capital of Auvergne, in 
France, and upon entering a shop close to the famous Sanctuary of Notre Dame 
du Port, found myself confronting a grisette who was selling prints and images 
of this same Lady of the Port. 

“ But tell me, Ma’m’selle, tell me, pray,” said I, “is the image in the church 
yonder really miraculous ?” 

“Certainly it is, Monsieur. It has performed many—many miracles.” 

She, too, believed the lie, poor thing. So I went to see the idol; and lo! 
there it was, a mean, diminutive little thing, but painted of course by St. Luke, 
as most of these images were, if you will only be good enough to believe what 
you are told. It was placed above the altar, in a crypt brilliantly lighted with 
candles, adorned with many votive offerings, and at the time occupied bya 
crowd of worshippers; for the fete of the image was then going on. The sight 
was touching; for all seemed, and many no doubt were, much in earnest. 

One incident specially affected me. A young servant girl, brimming over, 
no doubt, with love of the image, offered a rosary, and Sister Marie, an habi- 
tuée of the church, mounting some steps and kneeling upon the altar, hung the 
little gift round the idol’s neck. 

Dear child! no doubt she gave the tiny offering with all her heart, but, oh! 
that that heart had been drawn to Christ instead of to the senseless image! 
Then her adoring love would have been worship, and not idolatry. 

In the Museum of the Capitol at Rome, there is another girl. portrayed 


in marble—not French, but Roman; not modern, but ancient; not a worshipper 


of the image of Mary, but of the image of Hygeia, the goddess of health, to 
whom she is presenting the usual offering of cakes. 

She lives now but in marble. Yet once she, too, was warm with life, and 
her heart beat with emotions like that of the French girl. How similar thei 
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circumstances! Each of them had a patroness, revered her image, would have 
kissed it with lively feeling, and sought to gain favors from it. Both of them 
offered gifts, the most acceptable they could procure; the one the rosary, the 
other the cakes. ‘The Roman girl did so for the restoration of her health; the 
French maiden for the success, it may be, of a love-affair, or, perhaps, for pros- 
perity in some little “ commerce ” which she was meditating. 

Here then are two girls equally, we will say, well-intentioned, pious, and 
devout, yet the one is called a Christian, and the other a heathen. Nay; it is 
not so. ‘In the particular acts of worship of which we have been speaking both 
girls were alike heathen; for both performed a heathen rite, and both bowed 
down toa graven image. Such things are idolatry; and it matters little whether 
they be done in the temple of the goddess Mary at Clermont, or before the 
image of the goddess Hygeia in the temple of A‘sculapius at Rome. 

A great contrast to the pretty heathen votary and her goddess is a wooden 
idol, about six inches high, and painted in blue, red, and yellow, which people 
venerate at Le Puy, the capital of the volcanic region of Auvergne in the cen- 
tre of France. Itis a black Virgin. 

I visited Auvergne, in the August of 1801, to examine the remarkable 
church-architecture of the district, and then obtain a portrait of this hideous 
image. Ugly images are generally the most popular. ‘here is an instance of 
this at Dijon, and I have a vivid remembrance of a little ugly deformity in 
Rome, brought—so they say—from Jerusalem. It may be found in the church 
just outside the city gate, below the Vatican palace; and the last time I was 


there, a lovely basket of camellias, the offering of Pio Nono, lay before the 
image. 

Evidently beauty is no necessity to an object of adoration; for the black 
deformities abound in France and Italy. And could there be anything more 
offensive than the vo/fo sacro, or “‘ sacred countenance,” of our Lord at Luca? 
How frightful, again, are the gods worshipped by the heathen of modern times. 
And even the idols of the old Etruscans, a people of taste, are, as we see them 


on their monuments, often not merely ugly, but ridiculous. The attraction of 
ugliness certainly is a puzzle. 

The Black Virgin of Le Puy is actually called the Mother of God! 
‘Mother of God! ” exclaimed John Knox, when, during his captivity in France, 
they presented to him a similar image to kiss, “ Mother of God! Why, it is 
only a painted board!” 

However, the revolting forms still retain their hold upon the masses; or 
in other words, upon the depraved taste of idolatrous hearts. 

Addressing a priest in the stately cathedral of Cologne, I asked, “ Why, 
sir, do you allow in this noble building a thing so contemptible, and so unsuited 
to the place, as that doll?" My question referred to a gaudy image of the 
Virgin in a glass case. 

“ Sir,” he replied, “‘ the people like it, and we do not refuse them.” 

Yes, ‘‘ My people love to have it so!” But who will answer the question 

which follows—“‘ What will ye do in the end thereof ?” 
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he 
THE IMAGE OF ST. PETER AT ROME, us 

We will now turn from Notre Dame du Port, and the Black Virgin of Le § wor 
Puy, to an image more renowned than either of them—the bronze statue of St. § that 
Peter, in the great temple called after his name at Rome. 

How often have I seated myself before it, and watched, with painful § wor 
interest, its devout worshippers, while every passer-by was careful to show his §§ vod 
veneration for the ugly idol! The scene is an exact repetition of the acts of ff and 
heathen ancestors, some two thousand years ago, as described in the lines of § the 
Lucretius- 

* So oft the crowd respectful, as they pass, . 
Salute and touch the consecrated brass.” qui 

Sut what is “the consecrated brass” in this case? It seems pretty gen- che 
erally agreed that the image, in whole or in part, was re-cast from the bronze Th 
of a statue of Jupiter. The author of // Vaticano //lustrato—see Tavola, 75— god 
observes that ‘Torrigio, who wrote of it in the eighth century, believed it to der 
have been executed in the fifth century, by order of Leo the Great. - 

“This metal,” he says, “ which previously served for a false divinity, now 
serves for a sacred and devout use. It is thus that the Church of Jesus Christ wal 
converts the remains of superstition and error to a better cause; for whereas, 
before, the metal only exposed human madness, and the folly of the Gentiles, 
the Church now exhibits it as a monument of faith and devotion. stri 

“On the apostle’s foot are imprinted the kisses of the people who assem- 
ble there to obtain the indulgences granted by the Roman Pontiff. 

** Remembering that the bronze from which the statue of the Prince of the 
Apostles was formed was, in remote times, an ornament of the Capitol, we will 
add a few words on the object presented to us. = 

‘Jupiter Capitolinus was so named from the temple of the god on the §,, 


Capitoline Hill. In one hand he held the thunder, in the other a javelin. He §f the 
was covered with a purple robe similar to that of the Roman emperors. 


In the Vatican Basilica, on various annual solemnities, it is also the cus- the 


‘ it cs 7 sta 

tom to clothe the statue of St. Peter in full pontifical dress, and so to present pa 
° ” pe 

it for the worship of the faithful, rich with gold and gems. tri 


Thus far our author. Here, then, we have successively on the two hills, § an 


the Capitoline and the Vatican, two great gods—the one belonging to ancient, § ¥4 


; os tif 

the other to modern, Rome; the one Pagan, the other Papal; the one identified un 
aac su 
with the Empire by the imperial mantle, the other made one with the Papacy ™. 
by the tiara and pontifical robes. he 


Jove and Peter are their names: each of them has his hill, his dome, and § ea 
his throne: each is a dumb idol of brass or bronze: to each belongs gorgeous § 
array, incense is offered to both of them, and they alike receive the adoration 
and kisses of prostrate multitudes. th 

Wherein do the two gods differ? If we are to look only to outward ap- § on 
pearance, certainly the earlier statue of Jupiter, with its Greek inspiration, has 
some power to attract, whereas the stolid stupidity of its inartistic Roman suc- 








nd 
US 


on 


ip- 


1as 











The Converted Catholic. 319 


cessor repels even to loathing. But which am I to worship, the Capitoline or 
the Vatican Jove? 


Call up some ancient Roman from the dead, show him the “ Christian ” 
worship at St. Peter’s and ask him what he thinks. He would at once reply 
that Rome has not changed her gods, and he would tell the truth. 

But Rome is wise enough to meet the times, and while she retains the old 
worship, she retains it under modified forms. She has baptized her ancient 
gods, and they have come out with new names, in new dresses, in new temples, 
and with a new cult suited to the age. Of course: but the substance is always 
the same; it is but the form that varies. 

The religion of the seven-hilled city is still the religion of Numa, of ‘Tar- 
quin, of the consuls, and of the Cesars; the old gods are still there, but with 
changed names, and with Christ and His human mother adopted among them. 
The Capitoline Jove has moved to the Vatican, but is still the chief of the 
gods in Rome's Pantheon, though he now holds keys in the place of the thun- 
derbolts, and on festive days clad in pontifical vestments instead of the im- 
perial mantle. 

Name, place, form, attributes, garments—all these change; but the sub 
stance, the perpetual brass, never! 


—_—o-—— 


(The following article in the Mew York Observer of July 16th, 1885, 
strikingly confirms the accuracy of the foregoing chapter. | 


Idols and Miracles. 


BY MADAME SOFIA BOMPIANA. 


“Where,” asked Redshid Pasha, on his visit to the Pantheon, “ are the 
statues of the heathen gods?” “Of course they were removed when the 
temple was Christianized,” was the natural answer. “No,” he replied, “I 
would have left them standing to show how the true God had triumphed over 
them in their own house.” 

This extract from a book written by Cardinal Wiseman is a specimen of 
the way in which the Roman Church feigns innocence of idol worship. The 
statues of all the pagan gods and of Venus, with the marvellous pearl of Cleo- 
patra in her ears, no longer fill their ancient marble nichés in the Pantheon; 
triumphant Mars is jostled from his pedestal, the trident of Neptune is broken, 
and proud Minerva is abased, but Rome is full of idols yet. Wherever one head 
was cut off, the Hydra sprouted a hundred new ones not more noble or beau- 
tiful than the old. Not without good reason have the teachers of this people 
suppressed in their oral instruction the second commandment: “Thou shalt 
not make unto thee a graven image, nor the likeness of any form that is in 
heaven above or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth; ’’ for they know that almost every one of the 365 or more churches in 
Rome would be shamed by their teaching. Shrine rivals shrine; one idol 
vanquishes another, and is in turn subdued by a third; the favorite statue or 
picture winning for the friars or priests who own it uncounted wealth. This was 
the case with the celebrated statue of the Madonna with the child in her arms 
on the altar near the tomb of Raphael in the Pantheon. This statue wears a 
gemmed crown decreed to it by the Chapter of Saint Peter’s, to which is 
entrusted the care of awarding honors and decorations to the various statues 
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of the Madonna. Sometimes, but rarely, the Child in her arms receives a 
crown also, but a similar honor is never awarded to a statue or picture of Christ, 
This Madonna was the favorite miracle-working statue of the people of Rome 
until a rival caused it to be almost forgotten. It still wears the gemmed crown 
and a dim light is burning before the altar, but the votive offerings are few and 
the constant crowd of worshippers has been transferred to the neighboring 
church of Saint Agostino. There the statue by Sansovini of the Madonna 
seated with the Child in her arms, glitters with necklaces that reach to the 
waist and bracelets that almost cover the arms; the walls on either side are 
hung with silver hearts and with small paintings of doubtful art representing 
accidents from which the devout have been saved by the wonder-working statue 
—once a whole army of assassins’ daggers decorated the wall near—a dozen large 
lamps, hung in a semicircle before it, threw a bright light continually upon the 
gems and the flowers. Rarely is the open space before the Madonna without a 
crowd of devout kneeling worshippers. I have seen an old man rise with pain, 
leave the solemn group, lean on his cane and slowly mount the steps of the 
pedestal, upon which ts inscribed: “ Our holiness, Pius VII., concedes perpet- 
ually one hundred days of indulgence to all those who once a day shall 
devoutly kiss (or touch) the foot of this Holy Image reciting a Hail Mary for 
the needs of the Holy Church.” ‘The old man, with bowed head and trembling 
hand, awed by the lights and flowers and gems, kissed the foot of the Holy 
Image, gained his one hundred days of Indulgence and no doubt returned the 
day after to secure more immunity from the pains of Purgatory. 

“The poor and holy Virgin of Nazareth,” says David Silvangui, in his 
remarkable work, “*The Court and Society of Rome from 1769 to 1849,” “ is 
now no longer seen humbly dressed like the Madonna of Beato Angelico, of 


Raphael and of Sassoferrato, but covered with brocades, wide laces and royal 
mantles, like a queen in a theatre.” More deference is paid to the gem-crus- 
ted, swarthed, ugly modern image of the Bambino Gesi, kept by the friars of 
the Church of Ara Cceeli, than to any other image of Christin Rome. Itis 
suppesed to work miracles, and the gems are offerings from the sick whom it 


has healed. It is taken in a splendid carriage with servants in livery—often 
lent for the purpose by Prince Torlonia—to the sick person, and if, when laid 
upon the body, it remains red in the face, a cure will be effected. If it becomes 
pallid, the sick person will inevitably die. The bronze statue of Peter is wor- 
shipped devoutly by the peasants and lower class of the population, who kneel 
long on the marble floor before it and then reverently approach to kiss the 
worn toe that records the millions of kisses it has received. ‘This is a dignified 
idol and does not condescend either to be carried about, to roll its eyes, shed 
tears, or give other signs of benevolence. It allows itself, however, on the 
festival of Peter to be dressed in the brocade mantle of the Pope, and to wear 
his triple crown and pastoral ring upon the uplifted finger. ‘The great miracles 
wonderfully increased at the time of the French Revolution. In the year 1796 
a Sacred Image of the “ Most Holy Mother of God ” in the Via delle Vergini, 
rolled and lifted up it eyes, and soon after the images in various other churches 
responded in the same manner to the devout attention of the faithful, ‘Two 
dry branches of white lilies, which for more than a year had hung upon a wall 
near another image, put out four blossoms which could even be seen growing 
At St. Paul’s Church is venerated a Crucifix saved from the great fire of 1824, 
which spoke to St. Bridget, and another Crucifix in Traspontina spoke. In 
the church of San Sebastiano there is a stone from the Via Appia upon which 
is seen the footprint of the Redeemer when He met St. Peter flying from Rome. 
“ Lord, where goest thou?” said Peter. “I go to Rome to be crucified there.” 
This is one of the few beautiful legends in the Roman Church, although it is 
very doubtful that Peter died at Rome. 





